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 Grade/Course
Lesson: 40

Objective/Learning Target:
I can describe the events of Reconstruction after the Civil 

War. 



Materials you will need for this lesson 

During this lesson you will be 
asked to complete the activities 
listed on the right. Please make 
sure you have a piece of paper 
and a pen/pencil to record your 
thinking as you navigate 
through the lesson. 

1. Warm-Up
2. Activity
3. Practice 
4. Reflection



Warm Up- Writing prompt
Respond to the following scenario on a sheet of paper:

Imagine that you have two sons. Your older son has been bullying and 
fighting your younger son. The older son says he is upset because the younger 
son gets more attention. You punish your son, and he responds by running 
away from home. Before he leaves, he steals $500 from you. What would you 
do when your son returns? Would you punish him harshly so he won’t do it 
again, or be lenient with him if he promises not to do it again? Explain your 
choice.
Use this prompt and compare it to the situation of the relationship between 
the North and South following the Civil War. 



Lesson Activity: Introduction
We are now going to look at some 
primary source documents and focus 
on our essential question: Were 
African Americans really free after 
the Civil War? 

As you look through the following 
documents be sure to answer the 
guiding questions that follow.



Lesson Activity: Documents 



Lesson Activity: Documents 



Lesson Activity: Documents 



Lesson Activity: Guiding Questions



Practice 
Now we that we have had a 
chance to analyze the documents 
we are going to utilize our 
collaboration skills and put the 
information together. Be sure to 
use the “Collaboration Guide” on 
the right to guide your thinking 
and putting the information 
together. 



Reflection
In a few sentences describe the relationship between the North and South 
during reconstruction following the Civil War.


